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CHRISTOPHER ST. JOHN AND JOANE PRYCE(?) 

CHRISTOPHER ST. JOHN JLS0001: Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, 

John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was probably born 

between 1579 and 1581; but no later than 1583 in Glamorgan, Wales.1 He was the eldest son of 

THOMAS ST. JOHN and JANE MATHEW. Christopher was probably baptized in his family’s 

church in Glamorgan, Wales and then after his mother was proven able to care for him and run a 

household, he and his mother likely removed to London to live with Thomas near St. Andrew, 

Holborn, London. 

Born to be heir 

Christopher’s mother, Jane Mathew, was the eldest daughter of Robert Mathew and Joane 

Young. Until 1590, the birth of Jane’s first brother, she and her four sisters were expected to be the 

joint-heirs of Robert Mathew’s entire estate when he died. Probably after the birth of Jane’s 

brother, it became clear, Christopher, now aged about 10 years old, would likely not rise to heir of 

the St. John or Mathew feudal estates. Christopher then developed the skills necessary to be a 

button maker. Unfortunately, not a single indentured or guild trade contract has been found 

specifically for Christopher to explain how and when he began his occupation; however, a 

February 1594 indenture made between his grandfather, Christopher St. John (1547 - 1616), and 

his father, Thomas St. John (1564 – 1625), likely concerned Christopher and the termination of 

such a contract upon the paternal grandfather’s death.  

Robert Mathew, his maternal grandfather, had no male heirs and had five daughters long before 

1590. The custom at this time was for a tenant-in-chief, in such a case, to marry his eldest daughter 

to a son of another feudal estate so the male child from this union could be the next-heir. This 

prevented the remaining daughters to inherit equal portions of the estate causing it be divided up 

and become the center of much dispute (As seen with Weobley Castle and the St. Johns that lived 

 
1 Research Opportunity: Christopher’s baptism record has yet to be located. It is most likely he was born and 

baptized in the parish of his St. John family or his Mathew family. In the Glamorgan Archives there exist boxes of 

uncatalogued data on the Mathew family. It is likely that baptism records related to this St. John-Mathew family 

could be found in these boxes or in the Archives in Glamorgan, Wales. I have not had any opportunity to visit 

myself or pay a research assistant to conduct the necessary work. 
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there). In this case, Jane, probably aged just 12-14 years old, according to Welsh law and custom, 

was then married to Thomas St. John in order to create a male heir for Jane’s father. But in 1590, 

Thomas Mathew was born and in the following few years, his other four brothers followed. This 

resulted in Christopher no longer being a first-in-line male heir for either the St. John or Mathew 

families through either of his parents. It was likely at that point, in 1594, that Christopher, aged 

about 14 years old, was placed in an indenture arrangement to learn a guild trade that only 

terminated upon the paternal grandfather’s death in 1616. 

St. Andrew, Holborn, London, England 

Christopher probably grew up near St. Andrew, Holborn in London, England until he was 

about 14 years old. At which time, like most boys his age, he was placed in an indenture 

arrangement to learn a guild-trade. He was probably trained by his grandfather or an associate of 

his grandfathers.  

St. Olave, Silver Street, London, England 

By 1601, Christopher was married and having children at St. Olave’s Silver Street. The London 

Alien Subsidy records do not identify Christopher as being poor. He lived on Silver Street (where 

playwright, William Shakespeare lived) in London and had his children baptized at St. Olave 

Silver Street parish, a parish dedicated to a Norse King, Olaf who was martyred in the pursuit of 

Christianity. Christopher was identified with a stranger (non-citizen) status in London which 

implies he was not able to be a land-owner in London unless he gained his citizenship through 

membership to a London Livery Company or paid a large fee. It also indicates he was either born 

in a foreign land, an unknown location or was not a subject of the London guilds, London Mayor 

or even possibly the English Monarch and Parliament. In a society where Normandy’s feudal 

system was still institutionalized, an individual tied to a specific fiefdom, like Uchel-olau, would 

have been a subject of the fiefdom’s Lord even though in the larger sense he was born in the United 

Kingdom. Christopher would have been a feudal subject of his grandfather, Christopher St. John 

(1547 – 1616) and his successors. Being a feudal subject of Uchel-olau likely meant that at some 

point he was in an indentured or guild-system contact. Unfortunately, all we know for sure is that 

Christopher was classified in London as a Stranger in the London Subsidy Rolls and that his sons 

were identified as citizen rather than being classified as denizen. A denizen is a foreigner allowed 
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certain rights, citizenship, in the adopted country.  This was usually granted to persons born in 

London who had parents born in foreign countries. Since his sons were citizens, it stands to reason, 

Christopher was born in the United Kingdom but not in the city of London. 

Christopher living at Silver Street can help us understand the life he probably lived. In towns 

of importance, each calling had its special quarter; the memory of this custom is perpetuated for 

us in London by distinctive names still in use, such as Wood Street, Milk Street, Soper’s Lane, 

now Queen Street, the resort of the grocers in early days; Silver Street, Ironmonger Lane, the 

Poultry, and old Fish Street. Cordwainer’s Street was the shoemakers’ quarter; in Old Change were 

the “moneyers.” Bakers from the old capital of breadmaking – Stratford-atte-Bowe – came daily 

to Bread Street bringing their loaves in long carts.2 Since his occupation at Silver Street was a 

button-maker, he was most logically a silver button-maker. The London Tradesman: Being a 

Compendious View of all the Trades by R. Campbell, Section 7 includes this perspective into the 

life of the Silver and Gold Button-maker3: 

“The Button-Maker, I mean the Silver and Gold Button-Maker, is the next humble Servant of 

the Lace-Man; The Lace-Man furnishes him with all materials for his buttons, except moulds, and 

buys them of him when done. The Silver and Gold button-maker is pretty ingenious business; He 

must have a fancy and genius for inventing new fashions; a good eye, as his business is poreing, 

and a clean dry hand. It requires no great strength, and is followed by women as well as men, 

which has reduced the trade to small profits, and a small share of reputation; the women are 

generally gin-drinkers, and, consequently, bad wives; this makes them poor, and, to get something 

to keep Soul and Body together, work for a mere trifle, and hawk their work about to the trade at 

an under-price, after they have cheated the Lace-man of his stuffs. This has reduced the craft to a 

very low ebb; however, a good Workman, if he can get employ among the crowd, may earn twelve 

or fifteen shillings a week.”  

 
2 The Antiquary, Medieval Trading Life, Edited by Edward Walford, John Charles Cox, George Latimer 

Apperson. 1902. p. 276. https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=AWou4M_ptKAC&rdid=book-

AWou4M_ptKAC&rdot=1 
3 https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=nNoHAAAAQAAJ&rdid=book-nNoHAAAAQAAJ&rdot=1 



6 Biography of Christopher St. John (1581-1629) 2021 

 

Citation: St. John, Suzanne. Biography of Christopher St. John (1581-1629), 2021, p. 6 

 

 

Christopher might have also formed a sub-contractual relationship in which each party 

provided a particular service or skill during the production process of various types of goods, and 

obtained a cut of the profits rather than a payment for each task where any number of various 

relationships might exist between the craftsmen in this urban economy. A tailor might form a 

partnership with a skinner whereby the latter would sew furs on to garments made by the former; 

the two would then share any profits. The same tailor might, however, employ a button maker, like 

Christopher, to sew buttons on; paying him a fixed rate for each garment. Unfortunately, there 

simply isn’t enough information concerning Christopher’s business to know how he created his 

goods or service in order to earn income.  

Silver Street and the region about it was, for this time-period, a well-to-do neighborhood, and 

Christopher St. John could not have lived here if he had not been fairly prosperous. John Stowe in 

his contemporary Survey of London (1603) says, “Downe lower in Woodstreete is Silver streete, 

(I thinke of silver smiths dwelling there) in which bee divers fayre houses.” Ben Jonson, a near 

neighbor, confirms Stowe in The Staple of News by designating it as “Silver street, the region of 

money, a good seat for an usurer [professional or financial institution].”4 

Christopher’s burial record does not indicate he was a servant of another. His will, where he 

leaves money; 80 shillings (£4) to be divided (gavelkind) among his four sons (960 pence = £940 

in 2030) and the rest to his wife seems to be fairly telling on his financial situation in so much as 

confirming he was not poor enough to leave them nothing or worse, debt instead. The money left 

to his children would be the equivalent of about 5 weeks wages for him and doesn’t specify what 

remained for the maintenance of his wife. £4 in 1630 could buy you 59 days of a craftsman wages 

in building trade or 5 wool per stone or 1 quarter of wheat.  

Christopher indicated in 1617 that he had lived at Silver Street or at least in London, 36 years. 

We can confirm he was there on Silver Street at least no later than in 1601 when his son Mathias 

was baptized. If we only include the years 1601 to 1629 when he died, and give him a “Good 

Workman” wage of say 15 shillings per week, his gross annual income (not excluding rent, living 

costs, material and labor) would have amounted to £39 per annum or 780 shillings per annum. 

 
4 Harper’s Monthly Magazine, Volume 120, “New Shakespeare Discoveries”, p. 506-507 
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Matthew P. Davies’, “The Tailors of London and their guild, c. 1300-1500’ offers insight into 

these figures: 

The shilling was the weight of 12 pennies; whereby a silver penny was defined as being 1/240th 

of a pound of silver (by weight). Although England did not directly use either guilders or thalers 

England's shilling was stable in the 1630s since parliament refused King Charles' efforts to debase 

the currency. A general guide is that in the early 17th century 1 English pence was roughly the 

equivalent of one English pound 400 years later. This is only approximate and it is important to 

note that in the 17th century manufactured goods were much more expensive in relative terms than 

they are today. Due to the lack of mechanization clothing was expensive because it was such a 

labour intensive task. On the other hand, taxation was more on imports, exports and farm 

production (tithes) than on general income. A lot of people could escape taxation altogether which 

means that their wages go further than you might expect. A good English daily wage was 1s/day, 

assuming 50 weeks at 6 days a week that works out at 300s or £15/year. An unskilled laborer could 

expect less (perhaps 8d/day) and of course a highly skilled craftsman could expect more.  

However, it is also worth noting that many wages for craftsmen were actually based on 

production (i.e. piecework) so the more you produced the more you got. So for St. Johns with trade 

business in the West Indies and elsewhere, and if apprentices helped their master or children also 

helped their parents, these annual wages could be greatly under estimated considering they might 

have had regular buyers or additional helpers to meet the growing demand for crafted goods. 

One other point to note is that in many cases labourers were paid in kind, agreements to provide 

1 suit of clothes/year or to supply food and lodging were by no means uncommon. The important 

thing to remember is that very few people had significant disposable income. For non-farmers 

purchasing food (and fuel both to cook and to keep warm) could easily be 4d a day or sometimes 

more. If you compare this with the wage rate this means that a 17th century worker could spend 

between a quarter and half of his daily wage on food. Adding in requirements to buy clothing and 

to pay rent and the amount left over for discretionary spending be it a friendly drink at the inn, to 

gamble with or to save up to buy a book, was under 10% of his wage.  
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Trade and debts between neighbors were quite often settled by barter, this included rents which 

could be a proportion of the harvest crop. This was a holdover of the feudal tithing regime but it 

was used because, despite the influx of South American silver, coins were still comparatively rare. 

Agricultural rents, when they were paid in coin to an absentee landlord, were of the order of a 

guilder/acre/year, less for pasture and more for arable land and often much more for prime 

meadows or orchards.  

In comparison to other commoners (non-Nobles), Yeomen were prosperous farmers with 

incomes in excess of £40 per annum in 1600; husbandmen, below yeomen, earned about £15 per 

annum in 1600 and a laborer, barely earning enough to get by had an annual income of about £9 

per annum. The social structure placed the monarch above the nobles and gentry who were above 

yeomen, merchants, and professions, who were above husbandmen and labourers, and they were 

above vagrants.5 

Christopher, by his own merit, while losing out on a birthright of becoming landed-gentry, 

probably still ranked no lower than the middle class merchant but probably styled himself as lower 

gentry. Another contributing factor to this family’s overall status was the fact that Joane St. John, 

Christopher’s wife, became a midwife.6  Midwives’ income was comparable to male artisans, like 

Christopher. This could have pushed their annual income in excess of £80 for those years they 

both were living and working. After her husband’s death she continued to work. She was 

documented as Widow Sension and Joan Sension in parish records. She was licensed in 16277 

through her parish of St. Olave’s Silver Street, while her husband was still alive. Joan’s license 

was periodically verified through the Diocese of London through a process called “visitations”:   

The responsibility of the Church did not end with the issuing of a license to the midwife nor 

did the midwife’s expenses end with the cost of the license. Midwives were expected to attend the 

periodic parochial visitations; all midwives were traditionally charged a fee when their licences 

were inspected at ecclesiastical “visitations”. Not only do fees charged at visitations need to be 

considered as part of the long-term cost of midwifery licence, they should be regarded as part of 

 
5 http://faculty.history.wisc.edu/sommerville/361/361-02.htm 
6 Her daughter-in-law, Anne (Wiggens) St. John was married to James St. John and was also a mid-wife.  
7 GLRO DL/C343/23v. 
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the midwife’s and the Church’s ongoing commitment to licensing as a meaningful recognition of 

the midwife’s skill. An additional task of the ecclesiastical official conducting the visitation was 

to ascertain whether there were midwives in the parishes carrying on unlicensed practice who had 

been issued licenses were required to exhibit them. Bishop Bonner’s articles for the Diocese of 

London in 1554 state that one of the aims of the visitation was to establish: 

Whether there be any woman that doth occupy or exercise the office and room of a midwife, 

before she be examined and admitted by the bishop, or ordinary of this diocese, or his chancellor 

or commissary, having sufficient authority, except in time of extreme necessity when the presence 

of the midwife cannot be had?” 

Visitations were, in effect, the main avenue the Church attempted to enforce its control of the 

licensing process. Midwives practicing without licenses were summoned to appear and ordered to 

take the necessary steps toward acquiring a licence. In some cases, licenses were issued at the 

visitation. The visitation process illustrates not only the Church’s ongoing concern that midwives 

obtain a licence, but also the difficulties which faced church officials who were in many cases 

unsuccessful in enforcing the requirement that midwives be licensed.  

Visitation records for the diocese of London in the seventeenth century have survived for the 

years 1636, 1637, 1664, 1669, and 1680.8 

     Joan was still an active midwife as recorded in the visitation of 1637. “Joan Senchion” 

paid one of the higher rents in the area of £6 annum rent at St. Olave Silver Street parish in 1638.9 

And, interestingly, she was able to pay this higher rent as a widow. 

Joan Sension: A widow who was licensed in 1627. She was an associate of Anne Clifton, 

senior midwife. In 1638, as head of her own household, she paid rent in the upper half of parish 

 
8 Doreen Evenden, The Midwives of Seventeenth-Century London (Cambridge, England: Cambridge University 

Press, 2000), 42 – 43. 
9 'Inhabitants of London in 1638: St. Olave, Silver Street', The inhabitants of London in 1638 (1931), pp. 169-

170. URL: http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=32060 Date accessed: 14 December 2013. 
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rents. Parish records of 1640-41, 1652-53 refer to midwife Sension as she carried out deliveries of 

parish women.10  

“Joane Sensions” was also mentioned as participating in a surgical observation at Surgeon’s 

Hall on Mugwell Street (which intersects Silver Street.)11, 12 

What is remarkably interesting about St. Olave Silver Street and the fact that Joan was a 

midwife there is the role St. Olave’s played in the development of the study of anatomy. The 

following excerpt comes from, “‘The Anatomizer’s ground’ – Uncovering the history of St. 

Olave’s, Silver Street”13: 

Long before the infamous era of the body snatchers, the Barber-Surgeons’ Company was 

founded in 1540. The Company was formed as a result of an Act of Parliament, which 

amalgamated the Surgeons’ Guild and the Company of Barbers. As barbers worked with sharp 

tools it was common for them to also carry out minor surgical procedures, but in the new Barber-

Surgeons’ Company the two professions were ordered to operate separately, with practitioners of 

one profession forbidden from carrying out the activities of the other. This caused a great deal of 

strife between the barbers and the surgeons, and the Company eventually split in 1745. However, 

the creation of the Company also set in law the Company’s right to dissect four bodies of executed 

criminals each year. 

It later became common for the bodies of executed criminals to be dissected for anatomical 

research, but the legislation passed in 1540 was the first to legalize this practice in England. The 

cadavers that the Company was licensed to dissect were dissected in public, with all surgeons 

ordered to attend. These dissections became so popular that by 1568 it was necessary to provide 

raised seating in the Barber-Surgeons’ Hall to give the audience a better view – this is an early 

 
10 Doreen Evenden, The Midwives of Seventeenth-Century London (Cambridge, England: Cambridge 

University Press, 2000), 157. 
11 John Carey, ed., Eyewitnesses to Science (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1997), 21. 
12 Research Opportunity: An Elizabeth Seeley m. George Seeley d. 1638 where she was his beneficiary. They 

had a son Richard Seeley of Clifford’s Inn who d. 1668. She was a licensed midwife in 1622, St. Clement Danes. 

Later she lived in Sheire Lane “between the sign of the Drume and the sign of the Blackmore” in St. Dunstan in the 

West. She was present in the visitation of 1636. 
13 http://flickeringlamps.com/2014/06/21/the-anatomizers-ground-uncovering-the-history-of-st-olaves-silver-

street/ 
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example of how the term “operating theatre” came into being. Eventually a purpose built 

anatomical theatre was designed by Inigo Jones – this building was destroyed in the Great Fire and 

later rebuilt to a design by Christopher Wren. 

Unlike later examples where skeletons and viscera of dissected criminals were retained for 

educational purposes, the cadavers dissected by the Barber-Surgeons’ Company were interred in 

the burial ground of St Olave’s. The Company’s Hall was (and remains) close to St Olave’s, and 

indeed within the parish there resided an early pioneer of anatomy and surgery, John Banister 

(1533-1610). 

John Banister was an illustrious figure from the early years of the Barber-Surgeons’ Company. 

After beginning his career as a surgeon to the forces of the Earl of Warwick, he was admitted into 

the Barber-Surgeons’ Company in 1572 and later became a Lecturer in Anatomy there. Banister 

published many works on anatomy over the course of his career, with his best known being The 

Historie of Man, from the most approved Authorities in this Present Age, which was published in 

1578. Banister lived on Silver Street and was buried in the churchyard of St Olave’s when he died 

in 1610. His works were considered authoritative enough that over twenty years after his death, 

his works were collected and published as The Workes of that Famous Chyrurgian, Mr. John 

Banester in 1633. 

Citizenship of Christopher St. John 

Christopher’s classification as artisan handicraftsman stranger refers to the terms  

“Noncitizen” and “Merchant Stranger” with respect to one’s citizenship in London; in so much as 

one did not have London citizenship. As such these merchants did not have membership to a 

London Livery Company, nor had one paid a large fee called redemption, and therefore were 

viewed as outsiders among the citizen merchants regardless of where one was born. Among the 

populace there were the enfranchised, who were citizens or freemen of the city, qualified to 

exercise political rights as well as to pay taxes, and alone legally entitled to buy wholesale for 

retailing. And then there were the unenfranchised, and mostly unenfranchisable, called 

“foreigners” or “strangers,” even though they came from England and even from London – and 
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not be confused with “aliens” born overseas and commonly so called in the London and guild 

records.14  

The Maternal Ancestry of Christopher St. John 

Christopher St. John appears in the will of his maternal grandfather, Robert Mathew as 

receiving twenty pounds. 15 In legal terms specifically, at this time, only an individual who had 

reached the Age of Majority, or 21 years of age or older, could directly inherit assets without being 

appointed a guardian to administer them. We can establish through this will that Christopher St. 

John was not required to reach the age 21 years or older in 1608, likely indicating he was born 

before 1587. It is also through this will that we can confirm his mother was Jane Mathew and his 

father was Thomas St. John. Jane Mathew’s mother is believed to be Joan Young but if Jane were 

born in 1565 and Joan Young had 5 children after 1590, she might be too old in which case, Robert 

Mathew might have had his daughter Jane (and the other 4 elder daughters) with another spouse:  

Will of Robert Mathew (Transcription) 

1 September 1608 

Page 1 

1. T: Roberti Mathew. In the name of God Amen; the    
2. first day of September and in the year of our Lord god one thousand six 

hundred 
3. and eight. I Robert Mathew of Cardiff in the countie of Glamorgan --  
4. Gentleman beinge weake in bodie but stronge in minde and of good and 

perfect 
5. Rememberance doe freelie and willinglie render and give againe into the 

houses 
6. Of my Lord god and Creator my Soule and Spirit with he of his fatherlie 
7. Goodness gave unto me when he first fashioned me in my mother’s wombe 

nothing 
8. Doubting that in his infant Merry sett fourth in the protisus bloude of his 

dearly 
9. Beloved sone Jesus Christ my Saviour and Redeemer he will revive my soule 

into 

 
14 The Stranger in Medieval Society. Strangers in Late-Fourteenth-Century London. Derek Pearsall.  

15 The National Archives: Reference: PROB 11/118/477 Description: Will of Robert Mathew, Gentleman of 

Cardiff, Glamorgan Date: 04 December 1611 Held by: The National Archives, Kew Legal status: Public Record. 
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10. His glorie And as [resurrecting?] my bodie even with a good will and free 
heart [?] 

11. It unto the counte and to be buried with the parish churche of Llantwit 
Vardre. 

12. Withing doubting but that at the great daie of general resurrection. I shall 
[?] 

13. The same againe not a corruptible bodie as more it is but an incorruptible 
and immortall 

14. ITEM forwards the reparation of the same church. I give and bequethe to the  
15. Church partrens of the same parish for the time beinge Twentie shillings. 

ITEM I  
16. give unto the Church of Landaffe three shillings foure poore. Item to the 

church of 
Page 2 

17. Saint Maries in Cardiffe three shillings foure poore. ITEM to the church of 
Sant 

18. Jones in Cardiffe three shillings foure poore, the said servall bequeaths of 
three shillings  

19. foure poor to be paid to corhe of severall church pardens of the said severall 
[?] [?] 

20. [?]. ITEM I give unto the poore people of the parishe of L[?] aforesaid 
21. Fortie shillings to be distributed at the direction of my wife. ITEM I gives 

unto the 
22. Poore people of Cardiff twentie shillings to be distributed as aforesaid. ITEM 

I give 
23. Unto the poore prisoners lying in the common gash of Cardiff five shillings. 

ITEM  
24. I give forwards the reparon of the Bridge of [?] [?] fortie shillings. ITEM I 
25. Give unto Joane [Young] my wife twentie [?] and one bull  with [?] in [?] 
26. Moore. ITEM I give unto my saide wife all my house wares and caltes. ITEMS 

I give unto  
27. My saide wife eight oxen and if any of the said [?] or oxen before bequeath 

be taken 
28. For any [?] or [?] then my will is that my wife shall have and may take soe 
29. Many [?] and soe many oxen as so shall be saised for [?] of the rest of my [?] 
30. And oxen to make upp her full number to her bequeathed. ITEM I give and 

bequeath 
31. Unto my said wife all my household stuffe [?] [?] implemente as are 

hereafter in 
32. This my will bequeathed unto my sonne Lamerocke Mathew. ITEM my will 

is that 
33. My wife shall have the occupation of all my plate during her widowhood of 

late 
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34. [?] one silver beabor and tell gilteous …. 
35. Gilt barrel, one gilt goblet, one fourkard xrell gilte and twelve silver spoones 
36. Whereof five have the picture of five of the bostles and after the marriage of  
37. My saide on of her deathe with first shall happen. I give all my said plate 

unto 
38. Thomas Mathew my eldest sonne. ITEM I give unto Harry Mathew my 

second 
39. Sonne all and singular [?] lands [?]…. 
40. In Peterston by Cly with I [?] of Henry Prichard of Lenstod gentleman 
41. To have and to hold the said messuage lands [….] 
42. Unot the said Harry Mathews and the heires of his bodie has fullie begotten 

and 
43. In deflate of such issue the said messuages lands …… 
44. To  [?] and be unto Lamrocke Mathew my fourthe sonne and to the 
45. Heires males of his bodie lawfullie begotten. And in deflate of such issue I 

give 
46. The saide messuages lands [?] unto and [?] [?] Thomas Mathew 
47. My sonne and to the heires males of his bodie lawfullie begotten. And in 

defalte  
48. Of such issue I give and bequeath the same until William Mathews my third 
49. Sonne and the heires males of his bodie lawfullie begotten. And indefault of  
50. Such issue I give the said messuages lands [?] unto and [?] of 
51. Unto Robert Mathews my fifth and youngest sonne and to the heires males 

of 
52. His bodie lawfullie begotten and in deflate of such issue the same to [?] 
53. And to me unto my right heires for ever. ITEM I give and bequeathe unto my 
54. Sonne William Mathew all and singular my free lands [?] [?] and 
55. [?] lyinge in the parish of Pondoyton to have and to hold all [?] 
56. The saide free lands [?] rentes and [?] unto the said William 
57. Mathewe and to the heires of his bodie lawfullie begotten and in deflate of 
58. Such issue the same to remaine toward be unto my sone Thomas Mathew 
59. And to the heires males of his bodie lawfully begotten   And in deflate of 
60. Such issue, I give and bequeethe the same unto my sone Harry Mathew and 
61. The heires males of his bodie lawfullie begotten. And in deflate of such 
62. Issue the same to remaine toward unto my sone lamrocke Mathewe 
63. And to the heires males hof his bodie lawfullie begotten . And in deflate of 
64. Such issue, I give and bequeathe the same unto my sonne Robert  
65. Mathewe and to the heires males of his bodie lawfullie begotten And 
66. In deflate of such issue the same to remaine and be unto my right heires 
67. Forever. ITEM I give and bequeath unto my sonne Harry Mathew all my  
68. Messuages lands [?] and [?] in Lantrissant for and during the 
Page 3 

69. Terme of twentie years ? after my deathe and after the end of the said terme 
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70. I give the same unto my sonne William Mathew and to the heires of his bodie 
lawfullie  

71. Begotten. And in deflate of such issue I give the same unto my sone Thomas 
Mathews 

72. And to the heires males of his bodie lawfullie begotten. And in deflate of such 
hissue I 

73. Give the same unto my sone Harry Mathew and the heires males of his bodie 
74. Lawfullie begotten. And in deflate of such issues, I give the same unto my 

sone Lamrocke 
75. Mathewe and to the heires males males of his bodie lawfullie begotten. And 

in deflate of such 
76. Issu, I gives the same unto my sonne Robert Mathew and to the heires males 

of his 
77. Bodie lawfullie begotten. And in deflate of such issue the same to remaine 

unto  
78. [?] my right heires forever. ITEM I give unto Joane my wife all the single 
79. Such messuages garden and stable lyinge in Cardiffe whereof I have any 

ostace of 
80. [?] if the will odwell thereappon to have and to hold the said messuages 
81. Garden and stable to the said Joane for and duringe her widowhood estate 

[?] 
82. And paying therefore yearlie duringe the said terme to my sonne Lamrocke 
83. Mathew the [?] of five pounds of gold nand laneful money of England And  
84. After the determination of my wife said windowhood estate, I give the said  
85. messuages garden and stable to the saide Lamrocke Mathewe and to the 

heires of  
86. his bodie lawfullie begotten. And in deflate of such issue I give the same unto 

my  
87. sonne Thomas Mathewe and to the heires males of his bodie lawfullie 

begotten 
88. And in deflate of such issue I give the same unto my sonne Harry Mathewe 
89. And to the heires males of his bodie lawfulllie begotten And in deflate of 

such 
90. Issue I give the same unto William Mathew my sonne and to the heires males 

of 
91. His bodie lawfullie begotten. And in deflate of such issue. I give the same 

unto 
92. My sonne Robert and to the heires males of his bodie lawfullie begotten and 

in  
93. Deflate of such issue the saime to remaine and to unto my right heires 

forever  
94. provided always and my [?] if that is my said wife doth not paie the said 
95. yearlie some of five poundes yearlie duringe the said terme of  her 

widowhood 
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96. Esate unto my said sonnes to my said sonne Lamorick according to the true 
97. Intent of this my last will then my will is that my said sonne Lamrocke  
98. and the heires of his bodie lawfullie begotten shal and may as often the said 

five 
99. Pounds or any parth thereof happen to be kinde duringe the said terme 

enter 
100. Into the saide messuages garden and stable and to th dist[?] and the distres 
101. Diffresses there forme to take drive and marry [?] and the same to in 

poundes 
102. And in pounde to detiyne until the said yearlie some of five poundes and the 
103. arrerages thereto for be fullie satisified and paide. ITEM I doe give unto my 

said 
104. sonne Lamrocke Mathew eight acres of lande in the parish of Romney in the 
105. Com of [Morith?] to have and to hold to him the said Lamorocke and to the  
106. Heires of his bodie lawfullie begotten. And in deflate of such issue I give the 
107. Same unto my sonne Thomas Mathewe and to the heires males of his bodie 

lawfullie 
108. Begotten And in deflate of such issue I doe ? the same unto my sonne Harry 

Mathew 
109. And to the heires males of his bodie lawfullie begotten. And in deflate of such 

issue I 
110. Doe give the same eight acres unto my sone William Mathew and to the 

heires males  
111. Of his bodie lawfullie begotten. And in deflate of such issue I do give the 

same unto 
112. My sonne Robert Mathewe and to the heires males of his bodie lawfullie 

begotten 
113. And in deflate of such the same shall remaine and be to my right heires 

forever.  
114. ITEM I give and bequeath unto the said lamrocke Mathew twelve hed of 
115. Beastes of three years old and alsoe all the implemente that are in the said 

[?] 
116. Messuages and stable lying in Cardiffe aforesaid. ITEM I give and bequeath  
117. Unto my said sonne Lamrocke all my leafes and leas lands that I holde from  
118. Mary counted dowager of pembrooke lying in Lamtwit aforesaid. And also 

all  
119. Estate right title and [?] therein. And also all my leases messuages will 
120. Lands and tenaments that I hold from William Mathew of Saint Nylle, gent 
Page 4 

121. And Mylles Mathew and either of them. And all my right title [?] and estate 
therein ITEM 

122. My will is that my Executor shall yearlie paid unto my Daughter Jane tenne 
poundes of 
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123. Good and lawfull money for and forward of her maintenantes soe that her 
husbande doth 

124. Permit an d suffer her to share and enjoy it to her  so and proper [?] and for 
than her 

125. Husbande doth not inter uddle ?. And if the saide Jane happen to survive 
126. And overlive her saide husband or if her husband father do (bona fide) give 

such  
127. Sufficient maintenance and [?] of blessing to her said husbande as my 
128. Overseers of this my last will hereafter mentioned shall th make fit and 

reasonable. 
129. And the same will [?] in writing under all their hands and soles unto my 
130. Executor and administrator or the Executor of my Executor then I give unto 

the 
131. Said Jane the soumme of one hundred poundes of good and lawfull money 

of  
132. England to be to her paid by my Executor Administrator or executor of my 

e? 
133. And after payment of the said one hundred poundes thou and from 

thereforthe 
134. My will is that the payment of the said yearlie soumme of tenne poundes 

aforesaid 
135. To the saide Jane shall rease and be voide. ITEM I give unto Christopher 

St. John[16] –  
136. Sonne of the saide Jane twentie poundes. ITEM I give unto my wife two 

fatt 
137. Oxen one cowe, one steere and a heifer. ITEM I give unto Marie Mathew my  
138. Daughter six srove poundes of good and lawfull money of England and 

twenty 
139. [?] and six oxen. Item I give unto Anne Mathew my daughter six store  
140. Poundes of lke lawful money and twelve kyme. Item I give and bequethe 

unto 
141. Wenillian Mathewe my daughter one hundred pounds of good and alwfull 

money 
142. Item I give unto Margarett Mathew my daughter fourtyfour pounds of 
143. Like lawfull money and twelve younge cattle of  [?] and three year above all 
144. With saide severall soumes of money unto my said daughters ? 
145. To Marie, Anne, Wenllian and Margaret shall paide unto them at the daie of  
146. Their marriage if they marry with the consent of their mother and such of 

them 
147. Us shall marry without the consent of her mother shall not have her portion 

and 

 
16 This Christopher is Christopher St. John 
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148. Somme of money to her by this my last will bequeathed until the expiration 
of 

149. Tenne years ? ?  the said marriage but my will is that they shall 
150. Yearlie ? ? of thieir portions severallie And whereas I have 
151. Taken ? bondes and bills in the name of certaine of y said daughters my 
152. Will is that they shall have the benefit of the saide bills and bondes ? ? ? 
153. Of their ? and bequethe aforesaide for as were as the saide bills and bondes 
154. Shall ? unto. And if any of my daughters happen to die before her daie 
155. Of marriage then then my will is that the portion legarie and bequeath 

aforesaide of 
156. ? of my daughters that shall happen to die before her marriage shall be and 
157. Shall come and be equallie devided between all the rest of my daughters that 

shall 
158. Survive. ITEM if Edmond Mathewes of Radar Esquire doth (bona fide) ? 
159. The ? of Landaffe and all the messuages lands tentamente and [?] 
160. In Landaffe and Radar ? with he he mortgaged and solde unto Sir Henry 
161. Billingsly of Sistone Knight and if the saide Edmonde Mathewe shall and 
162. Will by good twenty poundes [?] the same in tayle unto George Mathewes 

sone of 
163. The saide Edmonde then I give and bequesateh unto the saide Edmond 

Mathewe 
164. Fiftie poundes. ITEM I give and bequeathe unto Robert Mathewe my sonne 
165. Twentie yearlings beinge twelve months old with the advantage. ITEM I give 

unto 
166. Maude Owan my nurse one cowe. ITEM to William Mathew my god sonne 

some 
167. Of Morrice Mathew two yearlings. ITEM to Sistill Owan two Ryne besides 
168. One cowe with his [?] [?] of Romney at [?]. ITEM I give to Mary Owan 
169. The wife of William Howell of Peterston one cowe. ITEM I give to Owan 
170. Thomas Dye of Llantwit Vardre the house where he dwells duringe the life 
171. Of him and his wife and the lougelf liver of them. ITEM I give unto the saide 
172. Owan Thomas Dye three pounds ITEM to Richard Owan my servant one 

heyfer 
Page 5 

173. Of tenne yere also, to Sara my servant twentie shillings to Denys my servant 
six shillinges 

174. Eight poure to Griffith Llen of Lantrissant shoemaker three poundes to 
Katherine LLen 

175. Twentie shillings to Margaret Griffith tenne shillings ITEM I give to John 
Ross 

176. Twentie shillings that his sonne oweth me. ITEM I give towards the repatron 
of a 
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177. Bridge of Romney twentie shillings to be paide to the church wardens that 
shallbe for 

178. The parish of Romney when it shall next happen to be in decaye. ITEM I give 
to Joane 

179. Ffleminge my niece six heyfers that I have in Aberdare beinge foure years 
olde 

180. ITEM I ? make and appoint my sonne Thomas Mathew to be my sole 
Executor 

181. Of this my last will and testament And I doe ? and appoint William Mathew  
182. Of Landaff Esquire, Lamrocke Stradlinge of Roathe, Thomas Mathew of G____ 
183. Menighe and henry Williams of Cardiff Esquires to be the overseers of this 
184. My will And I doe ? them to helpe and aide my wife and ? in all they 
185. May and to for this my last will and testament performed. The debtes that I 

owe 
186. No [thautspetialie ?] six poundes to my Cosen Elizabeth Prichard and I give 

her 
187. Fortie shillings togeather with five shillings. I lent her the last syses. ITEM I 
188. Have spast my worde to me Edward Kemys of ? Mably for Edward John 
189. To paie twentie pounds. These debtes following are due unto ? ? ? 
190. Viz from Xpofer St. John[17] five pounds twelve shillings from Anne 

Stradling 
191. Twenie shillings from William Lewis of clye twentie fortie shillings Ffrancies 
192. Morgan of roth twentie shillings from Thomas John [?] of Pendorton fortie 
193. Shillings from Sir Harry Jones Clarke twentie shillings ffrom Robert 
194. Thomas sonne of Richard Thomas of the garthe twentie shillings ffrom 

Mathew 
195. Morgan of Landaff tenne shillings from William Thomas of Roath twentie 

shillinges 
196. From William Howell of Cardiffe five shillings from John the Execter five 
197. Shillings from sir Rowland Morgan, Knight [?] from Thomas 
198. Owan Morgan of Aberdare twentie shilling ffrom Griffith Owan Thomas a 
199. Lannsome foure markes from John Dutchman of Lanwarring twentie 

shillinge 
200. Ffrom James Thomas of Pendoylore twentie shillings from Jane Stradline 
201. Twentie four shillings from Jenkin Owan Morgan of Lantrissant [?] 
202. Shillings from Cadoogan Howell of Lantrissant [?] shillings from Thomas 
203. William of of Lantrissant fifteen shillings from Rive William Durnnor of 
204. Ogloysylan five shillings from Madocke John of Canton eight shilllinges from 

 
17 This Christopher may be Christopher St. John 1547-1616 or Christopher St. John 1581-1629. It seems likely 

it’s Christopher 1547-1616 since in a previous paragraph he leaves Christopher twenty shillings and now he is 

stating he is owed 5 pounds. This is probably related to some arrangement regarding the marriage between Thomas 

St. John and his daughter Jane Mathew or another matter between the two landlords. It could also be related to an 

indenture contract placed on Christopher St. John to be paid by the other Christopher.  
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205. Evan Lewis of Lantrissant eleven shillings from pewes from Lewis Mynocke 
of 

206. Landaffe fourtie shillings from Edward Jorden of Cardiffe foure poundes 
207. Ffrom Griffith ab Owan of Lantriffe tenne shillings ITEM I doe by this 
208. Will revoke all former wills. In wittnes whereof I have hereto sett my hande 
209. And Seale the daie and yeare first above written. 1608. Robert Mathewe 
210. Wittnesse at the sealing and public shurge of theis ? by the above nay? 
211. Robert Mathewe to be his last will and testatment the daie and year first 
212. Above written. Galf: payse Mo. William Moris Mathewe, John Watkins 
213. Lamrocake Stradlinge Jen. Wm. / Memorandum that Robert Mathewe 
214. Late of Cardiff deceased beinge of perfect minde and memorie did in his last 
215. Sickness by worde of mouth give and bequeatehe to his daughter Jane 

Mathewe 
216. The somme of fortie poundes more than he had given unto her in and by his 
217. Last will and testament made in writing in the presence of soundie ? 
218. Witnesses. / 
Probate Section: 
219.  (On) the Fourth day of the month of December (in) the Year 
220. of (our) Lord the one thousandth six hundredth (&) eleventh, has issued a 

Commission (to) Thomas St John, gentleman, 
221. Husband of Jane Mathewe, the natural and legitimate daughter of Robert 

Mathewe, late of Cardiff, of Llandaff 
222. Diocese, deceased, having, etc., For administering the goods, rights, and 

credits of the said deceased, according to the tenor 
223. and effect of the testament and Codicil of the same deceased, During the 

minority of Thomas Mathewe, 
224.  (on) the Thirteenth day of the month of February (in) the Year of (our) Lord, 

according to the course and computation of the Anglican church, the one 
thousandth six hundredth 

225.  (&) eleventh, has issued a commission (to) Joan Mathewe[18], Relict of 
Robert Mathewe, late while he lived of Cardiff (in) the county of Glamorgan, 

226. deceased, having, etc., for administering the goods, rights, and credits of the 
same, according to the tenor and effect of the testament of the same 
deceased, during the minority of Thomas 

227. Mathewe, son of the said deceased, and the executor, etc., with regard to 
well, etc., sworn, (by) Letters of administration of the goods of the said 
deceased, with the testament annexed, otherwise (on) the 4th day of the 
month 

 
18 Robert Mathew was married to Joane Young, daughter of William Young 
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228. of December (in) the Year of (our) Lord 1611[/12][19], (to) the which 
Thomas St John, during the minority of the afore-mentioned executor, (by) 
the authority of this Court 

229. committed and granted today, in the Register of this Court introduced and 
voided. 

Probate Latin Text for lines 219-229: 

1. Quarto die mensis Decembris Anno 
2. Domini millesimo sexcentesimo vndecimo emanavit Com[m]issio Thome St John 

gen[er]oso 
3. Marito Jane Mathewe filie n[atu]ralis et l[egi]time Roberti Mathewe nup[er] de 

Cardiff[a] Landaven[sis] 
4. Dioces[is] defuncti habentis &c Ad administrand[um] bona iura et credita dicti 

def[uncti] iuxta tenore[m] 
5. et effectum testamenti et Codicilli eiusdem def[uncti] Duran[te] minori ætate Thomæ 

Mathewe 
6. Decimo tertio die mensis ffebruarij A[nn]o d[omi]ni iuxta cursu[m] et computatorem 

eccl[es]ie Anglicane millesimo sexcentesim[o] 
7. vndecimo emanavit com[m]issio Joanne Mathewe Rel[i]c[t]e Rob[er]ti Mathewe 

nup[er] dum vixit de Cardiffe [sic.] com[itatu] Glamorg[anie] 
8. def[uncti] h[ab]ent[is] &c ad administrand[um] bona iura et credita hu[ius]mo[d]i 

iuxta tenore[m] et effectum test[ament]i eiusdem def[uncti] duran[te] minori etate 
Tho[me] 

9. Mathewe filij d[i]c[t]i def[uncti] et ex[ecuto]ris &c de bene &c iurat[o] L[itte]ris 
ad[ministracio]nis bo:[norum] d[i]c[t]i def[uncti] cum test[ament]o annex[ato] 
al[ia]s iiijo die men[is] 

10. Decembris A[nn]o d[omi]ni 1611 cuidam Thome St John duran[te] minori etate 
prefati executoris auc[torita]te huius Curie 

11. com[m]iss[is] et concess[is] hodie in Reg[ist]rum huius Curie introduct[is] et 
cassat[is]. 

 

 

 
19 Thomas Mathew likely turned age of majority, or21, on December 4, 1611/12 making his birthdate most 

likely December 4, 1590/1 and at this time, Thomas St. John relinquished his administration of Robert Mathew’s 

affairs over to Thomas Mathew and the court agreed he was to be paid for such service. 
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Record 1 Will: Robert Mathew2 1608 probated 1611 – 6 pages 
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More about the Robert Mathew and Joane Young Family 

Robert Mathew 20, 21,22, 23, 24, 25, 26 (Robt Mathews 27, 28, Rt Mathews) was of Llanilltud Faerdref, 

Glamorgan, Wales. Robert was born about 1540 and died in 1608. He was the son of Thomas 

Mathew and Mary Stradling. He married (possibly his second marriage) Joane Young1. Joane was 

the daughter of a William Young of Rhymni, Bedwellte, Monmouthshire, Wales.29, 30, 31 

Robert Mathew had the following children: 

 
20 The Golden Grove books of pedigrees (filmed 1970), (Manuscript, National Library of Wales manuscript 

number Castell Gorfod 7. Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1950), FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY 

HISTORY LIBRARY (FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY (FHL)) microfilms 104,349-

104,351., book 4 p. C545, 548*; book 5 p. C639; book 7 p. D885. 
21 Welsh pedigrees: ca.1600-ca.1796 (filmed 1950), (Manuscript filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 

1950), FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY (FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY HISTORY 

LIBRARY (FHL)) microfilm 104,381 item 6., p. 198. 
22 Welsh Genealogies AD 1400-1500 (1983), Bartrum, Peter C. (Peter Clement), (18 volumes, with supplements 

containing additions and corrections. Aberystwyth: National Library of Wales, 1983), FAMILY SEARCH’S 

FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY (FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY (FHL)) book 942.9 

D2bw., vol. 6 p. 876*.; CONDITION: had issue [Glam 122] 
23 Glamorgan Pedigrees (MFU #12434), (Microfilm of mss. in the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth. 

NLW MSS. 11964, 6611, 6544, 8, 6548, 3757, 6549, 3753. Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical 

Society of Utah, 1950.), FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY (FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY 

HISTORY LIBRARY (FHL)) microfilm 104312., p. 166 (b). 
24 Glamorgan Pedigrees, (Microfilm of mss. in the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth. NLW MSS. 11964, 

6611, 6544, 8, 6548, 3757, 6549, 3753. Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1950.), 

FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY (FHL) microfilm 104312 item 1., pedigree: Mathews. 
25 Limbus Patrum Morganiae et Glamorganiae: Being the Genealogies of the Older Families of the Lordships of 

Morgan and Glamorgan (1886), Clark, George Thomas, (1 volume in 2. London: Wyman, 1886), FAMILY 

SEARCH’S FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY (FHL) microfilm 990,307 items 2-3., p. 318. 

RESIDENCE: of Castell-y-menych, Pen-trych, Glamorgan 
26 The Golden Grove books of pedigrees (filmed 1970), (Manuscript, National Library of Wales manuscript 

number Castell Gorfod 7. Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1950), FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY 

HISTORY LIBRARY (FHL) microfilms 104,349-104,351., book 4 p. C545. 
27 Glamorgan Pedigrees, (Microfilm of mss. in the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth. NLW MSS. 11964, 

6611, 6544, 8, 6548, 3757, 6549, 3753. Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1950.), 

FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY (FHL) microfilm 104312 item 1., pedigree: Mathews. 
28 The Golden Grove books of pedigrees (filmed 1970), (Manuscript, National Library of Wales manuscript 

number Castell Gorfod 7. Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1950), FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY 

HISTORY LIBRARY (FHL) microfilms 104,349-104,351., book 4 p. C548; book 5 p. C639. 
29 Welsh Genealogies AD 1400-1500 (1983), Bartrum, Peter C. (Peter Clement), (18 volumes, with supplements 

containing additions and corrections. Aberystwyth: National Library of Wales, 1983), FAMILY SEARCH’S 

FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY (FHL) book 942.9 D2bw., vol. 6 p. 876. 
30 The Golden Grove books of pedigrees (filmed 1970), (Manuscript, National Library of Wales manuscript 

number Castell Gorfod 7. Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1950), FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY 

HISTORY LIBRARY (FHL) microfilms 104,349-104,351., book 4 p. C548. 
31 Glamorgan Pedigrees, (Microfilm of mss. in the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth. NLW MSS. 11964, 

6611, 6544, 8, 6548, 3757, 6549, 3753. Salt Lake City, Utah: Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1950.), 

FAMILY SEARCH’S FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY (FHL) microfilm 104312 item 1., pedigree: Mathews. 



29 Biography of Christopher St. John (1581-1629) 2021 

 

Citation: St. John, Suzanne. Biography of Christopher St. John (1581-1629), 2021, p. 29 

 

 

1. Jane Mathew m. Thomas St. John (son of Christopher St. John and Elizabeth 

Bawdrep) 

2. Mary Mathew (if she married, it was after 1608) 

3. Anne Mathew m. after 1608, Stephen Ffrood  

4. Wenillian Mathew m. after 1608, Thomas Mathew (son of Morus Mathew and 

Constance Windsor) 

a. Hwel Mathew 

5. Margaret Mathew m. after 1608, Thomas ap Thomas (son of Thomas ap Hwel) 

6. Thomas Mathew was born after 159032 m. Elsbeth Morgan after 1608 and likely 

after 1611. 

a. Robert Mathew 

b. Rowland Mathew 

c. Lambrook Mathew 

d. Margred Mathew 

7. Harry Mathew was born after 1590 and before 1608 

8. William Mathew was born after 1590 and before 1608 

9. Lamrock Mathew was born after 1590 and before 1608 

10. Robert Mathew was born after 1590 and before 1608 

Through his mother, Christopher St. John is the 13th great-grandson to Gwaithfoed the 

patriarch of the Mathew family. Gwaithfoed was the Lord of Cardiagan and Morfydd, his wife was 

daughter of Ynyr, King of Gwent.  

This very ancient and long-continuing family, Mathew, derived from Gwilym, son of 

Gwaethfoed, Lord of Cardiagan, by Morfydd, daughter of Ynyr, King of Gwent, through Gruffydd 

Gethin, ranked as tenth from Gwaethfoed, and Ivan ap Gruffyd Gethin, who m. Cecil, daughter 

and heiress of Watkin Llewelyn of Llandaff, of the lineage of Iestyn ap Gwrgant. He settled at 

Llandaff. His son, Mathew Ivan Gruffydd, and his grandson, David Mathew, introduced the 

surname, which continues today. This family [also] intermarried with the Flemings of 

 
32 He was not the age of majority to receive inheritance from father without an administrator. He was the eldest 

son so each younger brother’s birth follows after 1590 also. 
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Flemingston, Morgans of Tredegar, Gamages of Coity, Stradlings of St. Donat's and branched off 

at early periods into the vigorous families of Mathew of Castell Menych (Monk's Castle) and 

Mathew of Radir, Mathew of Aberaman, and Mathew of Sweldon and LLancaiach. (Nicholas, 

n.d.) 

The Occupation of Christopher St. John 

Two records identify Christopher as a button-maker in London: his 1629 will and one record 

from the Alien Subsidy Rolls of London. Other records, St. Olave Silver Street parish document 

the baptisms and some deaths of his children and identity of his wife, Joane. She is also mentioned 

in his will along with their only surviving children. Parishes St. Alphage, St. Olave’s (on Silver 

Street) and St. Alban’s (on Wood Street) were all within the Cripplegate within Ward. Although 

there are phonetic differences in the spelling, and even what appear to be transcription errors, these 

records fit what has been found for Christopher St. John of St. Olave Silver Street parish in London, 

England. His inclusion in what appears to be the Dutch Congregational Church records has misled 

some to believe Christopher was Dutch. There is no evidence to connect Christopher to the Dutch 

Congregational Church except in 1617, this church was ordered by the Mayor of London to create 

the Stranger Index. To assume Christopher was Dutch because of this index is to assume all 

Strangers in London in 1617 were also Dutch and that is simply not true.  
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Record Details 1617 1621 1625 1629 Will 

Name 
Christian Santken Christopher 

Sensom 

Christopher 

Sensum 

Christofer Zanshone 

Family 

Wife English 5 

children Mathias 
James, Thomas, 

Nicholas, Humfrey 

And his wife ? [no info] Joane      

Mathias  James, 

Thomas, Nicholas 

Occupation bottonmaker [no info] [no info] Button maker 

Origin 36 years (1581) [no info] [no info] [no info] 

Address 

Silverstreet St Alphage & St. 

Olaves 

Cripplegate 

Within 

St Alphage & St. 

Olaves Criplegate 

Warde 

St. Olaves Silverstreet 
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Alien Subsidy Rolls (1617 Returns excerpt) 

(created by the Dutch Congregational Church for the Mayor of London, under 

order) 

 

Page 197 Dwelt here. 

Yeares. 

Merchant Taylers Shoole. 

Pieter Vermeers, weuer, Anne his wife, one child born here 23 

St. Martens. 

Michael Droesbhout, silversmith, Martha his wife, three children 

borne here  

30 

Godfrey Reynolds, taylor, in the sayd house --- 

Conrard Digrits, goldsmith, Janneken his wife, 2 children borne 

here 

25 

Toward Silverstreet. 

Carel de Pres, goldsmith, Sara his wife borne here, one child 30 

In Silverstreet. 

Christian Santken, his wife English, five children, buttonmaker 36 
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 Alien Subsidy Rolls (1621 Returns excerpt) 

 

Page 242  

  LAY SUBSIDIES, LONDON 

INDENTURE, 27 September 19 James I. (1621), of the first payment of the second Subsidy 

granted 18 James I. (1621). Portions lost; see p. 291 

CRIPLEGATE WARDE 

[St. Alban’s] 

Strangers 

Christopher Messener xl s. vj  s. viij d. 

John Laurance xl s. vj  s. viij d. 

Mary Strutling Per poll. iiij d. 

Agnis Hamlet, an old Dutch woman Per poll. iiij d. 

James King, and Elizabeth his wife, and 3 strangers lodging in 

his howse 

Per poll. xx d. 

[                     ] 

Strangers. 

 

Furrey…(?) and his wife, and one child Per poll. xij d. 

St Alphage and St Olave’s 

Straungers. 

Nicholas de Tellway, and his wife Per poll. viij d. 

Christopher Sensom and [his wife ?] Per poll. [viij d.] 

 

Alien Subsidy Rolls (1625 Returns excerpt) 

Page 291 

  [Membranes 23-26] 

Criplegate Ward 

St. Albones. 

Strangers 

Xp’ofer Messenger Xl s. x. s. viij d. 

Balthasar Messener [sic] Per poll. viij d. 

James vander Burse Per poll. viij d. 

Annis Hamlet, an ould Dutch woman Per poll. viij d. 

 

[St Alphage and St Olave’s]  

Nicholas de Telway Per poll. viij d. 

Christopher Sensum Per poll. viij d. 

Mary Stratling33 Per poll. viij d. 

Mary Lawrence Per poll. viij d. 

Pascall Kinge and Gartrude his wife Per poll. viij d. 

 

 
33 Research Opportunity: Christopher is related to the Stradling family of Glamorgan, Wales as well. This 

woman could be a relative. 
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Marriage and Children of Christopher St. John 

In Christopher’s Will he indicated his wife was named Joane. Her name also appears in a few 

of the parish records for their children. The only two records that might possibly be related to this 

Joane show Christopher likely married Joane as a second wife and probably the mother of only a 

few of the children. At this time, I am unable to definitively name the wives of Christopher except 

to offer these possibilities based on records currently identified: 

Joane Hawkeswell 

A Christopher Jeneson married a Johane Hawkeswell Jul 1 1599 at Saint Bedast Foster Lane 

and Saint Michael le Querlo, London, England. While this marriage record would cover the entire 

span of Christopher’s children, the surname Jeneson as phonetic alternative to St. John seems 

unlikely. Unfortunately, the record is only a transcription so viewing the original as having a 

possible transcription error for the surname is not possible by me at this time. Therefore, I offer it 

only as a means to allow another to research it out more completely.34 

Joane Younge 

A Christopher St. John’s marriage to Joan Younge35 “Christofer Jootkins and Joane Younge 

of this parish October 26 [1605]” 36 occurred October 26, 1605, St. Olave, Silver Street, London, 

England just days before his daughter Katherine was baptized.  

 

Record 2 Marriage: Christofer Jootkins and Joane Younge of this parish October 26 [1605] 

 
34 Ancestry.com. England, Select Marriages, 1538–1973 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 

Operations, Inc., 2014. Original data: England, Marriages, 1538–1973. Salt Lake City, Utah: FamilySearch, 2013. 
35 The worn down entry is hard to read. If the first letter in Christopher’s last name is a J, then the wife’s name 

begins with a J but if the first letter is an S then so is the wife’s which makes it hard to determine if it’s Joane or 

Sara. It seems mostly like that it says Christopher Joontkins and Joane Young. 
36 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1736, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1706, (Photographed with ultra-violet light) P69/OLA3/A/002/MS06534A. 
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Joane Pryce 

A record, that seems most fitting for this couple, at least for a second marriage, is the marriage 

record between a Christopher and Joane Pryce. “Anno 1604, Christopher Sension & Joan Price 

were …” at St. Mary, Addington, Surrey, England. Unfortunately, this record is very difficult to 

read clearly.  

 

Record 3 Marriage: Christopher Sension & Joan Price 

Joane Pryce was baptized November 15, 1579 at St. Mary’s, Addington, Surrey, England.37 

“Joane filia Olyver Pryce … 15 November [1579]” She was the daughter of Oliver Pryce (1550-

1629). Oliver Pryce was the son of Davyd Pryce, Vicar of St. Mary’s Addington (1510-1587).  

 

Record 4 Joane filia Olyver Pryce ... 15 November [1579] 

Oliver Pryce married his second wife Joan Collier (d. 1622) August 8, 1608 at St. Mary’s, 

Addington, Surrey, England. Oliver Pryce was buried May 14, 1629 at St. Mary’s Addington, 

Surrey, England.38 He had the following children with his first wife _____ _____:  

1. Joane Pryce,  

2. Anne Pryce (1583-1627),  

3. Edward Pryce (1588 - ?),  

4. Mathye Pryce (1591 - ?),  

5. Thomas Pryce (1594 - ?), 

6. John Pryce (d. 1581).  

 
37 Surrey, England, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812 
38 Surrey, England, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812 
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Our Joane (_____) St. John, as “Joane Sangsein (or Sangsoin), widow”, is possibly the same 

who married Richard Waterman on May 29, 1654, St. Mary, Whitechapel, Middlesex, England.39 

Richard Waterman  

 

Record 5 Marriage of Richard Waterman of East Smithfield and Joane St. John, widow 

The Children of Christopher St. John of St Olave, Silver Street 

I. MATHIAS ST. JOHN, OSA0001 Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, John 

I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was baptized 

August 9, 1601, St. Olave, Silver Street, London, England “Mathias sonne of Christopher 

Sangins” 40 Mathias died in November 1669 in Norwalk, Connecticut, USA.41, 42 

Record 6: Baptism: Mathias sonne of Christopher Sangins ---- August 9 [1601] 

II. JANE ST. JOHN, JLS0003: Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, John I, Oliver, 

Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was baptized February 

27, 1602/3, St. Olave, Silver Street, London, England. “J[a/o]ne daughter of Christofer 

 
39 London Metropolitan Archives, Saint Mary, Whitechapel, Composite register: baptisms Oct 1653 - Sep 1656, 

marriages Oct 1653 - Mar 1666, burials Oct 1653 - Oct 1660, P93/MRY1, Item 003. 
40 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
41 He may have had a polygamist marriage to a Sara. In which case, a burial record for December 15, 1669 

burial, St. Leonard, Shoreditch, Middlesex, England may belong to him This will be addressed later and additional 

information on this family will be supplied in another section. 
42 Mathias (Sension) St. John begins Generation 1 in the 1907 book, The St. John Genealogy by Orline St. John 

Alexander and continues another nine generations.  
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Sangins February 27 [1602]”43 She was buried August 29, 1603, St. Olave, Silver Street, 

London, England. “Jane daughter of Xpofer Saingins Aug[ust] 29 [1603].” 44  

 

Record 7: Baptism: J[o/a]ne daughter of Christofer Sangins Frebruary 27 [1602] 

 

Record 8: Burial: J[o/a]ne daughter of Xpofer Sangins Aug[ust] 29 [1603] 

III. SARAH ST. JOHN, JLS0004: Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, John I, 

Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was baptized 

October 28, 1604, St. Olave, Silver Street, London, England. “Sarah daughter of Xtofer 

Sangins Octob[er] 28 [1604].”45  She was buried December 3, 1604, St. Olave, Silver Street, 

London, England. “Sarah daughter of Christofer Sangins Decem[e]b[er 3 [1604].”46 

 

Record 9: Baptism: Sarah daughter of Xtofer Sangins Octob[er] 28 [1604] 

 

Record 10 Burial: Sarah daughter of Christofer Sangins Decem[e]b[er] 3 [1604] 

IV. KATHERINE ST. JOHN, JLS0005: Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, 

John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was baptized 

November 3, 1605/6, St. Olave, Silver Street, London, England. “Katerine daughter of 

 
43 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
44 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
45 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
46 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
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Christofer Sangins November 3 1605”47 She was buried August 3, 1610, St. Olave, Silver 

Street, London, England. “Katheryn the daughter of Christopher Saynt John Aug[ust] 23 

[1610]”48 

 

Record 11: Baptism: Katerine daughter of Christofer Sangins November 3 1605 

 

Record 12: Burial: Katheryn the daughter of Christopher Saynt John Aug[ust] 23 [1610] 

V. ROGER ST. JOHN, JLS0006: Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, John I, 

Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was baptized 

November 5, 1607, St. Olave, Silver Street, London, England. “Roger sonne of Christopher 

Sangins November 5 [1607].”49  He likely died before 1629 because he wasn’t mentioned in 

his father’s will.50, 51 

 

Record 13 Baptism: Roger sonne of Christopher Sangins November 5 [1607] 

VI. JAMES ST. JOHN, JLS0007: Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, John I, 

Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was baptized 

 
47 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
48 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
49 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
50 He is not listed in his father’s Will in June 1629 but that doesn’t necessarily mean he died. 
51 Research Opportunity: A Roger Samson married Bridget Greene on October 26, 1634, St. George the Matyr, 

Surrey, England. A Roger St. John married Mary Langdale on September 17, 1640, St. Mary, Whitechapel, 

Middlesex, England. A Roger Sanson married Margret Bryenley, St. Giles Cripplegate, London on May 14, 1628.  
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October, 30 1608, St. Olave, Silver Street, London, England. “James sonne of Christofer 

Sangins October 30 1608.” 52, 53 

 

Record 14 Baptism: James sonne of Christofer Sangins October 30 1608 

VII. SARA ST. JOHN, JLS0008: Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, John I, 

Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was born December 

9, 1609, St. Olave, Silver Street parish, London, England. “Sara the daughter of Christopher 

Saugyine December [9?] [1609]”54   d. 19 Jul 1625, St. Olave, Silver Street parish, London, 

England. “Sara daughter to Christofer Zanchion & Joane buried July the 19th 1625”55 

 

Record 15 Baptism: Sara the daughter of Christopher Saugyine December [9?] [1609] 

 

Record 16 Burial: Sara daughter to Christofer Zanchion & Joane buried July the 19th 1625 

VIII.  “A CHRISON CHILD” ST. JOHN, JLS0009: Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, 

John II, John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was 

baptized and buried January 17, 1610-11, St. Olave, Silver Street parish, London, England. “A 

chrison was unbaptized of Christopher Saingins January 17 [1610]” 56 

 
52 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
53 Research Opportunity: He was possibly the James St. John buried April 26, 1672, St. Magnus the Matyr, 

London, England London Metropolitan Archives, St Magnus the Martyr, Rough register ("Waste book") of baptisms 

1669 - 1690, marriages 1675 - 1690, burials 1669 - 1689, P69/MAG/A/004/MS08786. 
54 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
55 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
56 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
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Record 17 Baptism/Burial: A chrison was baptized of Christopher Saingins January 17 [1610] [57] 

IX. HUMFREY ST. JOHN, JLS0013: Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, John 

I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was born April 24, 

1612, St. Olave, Silver Street parish, London, England. “Humfrey sonne of Xpofer Scinone 

Aprill 24 [1612]”58  He died July 8, 1625, St. Olave, Silver Street parish, London, England. 

“Humfrey sonne to Christopher Zanchion & Joane buried July the 8th 1625.” 59 

 
Record 18 Baptism: Humfrey sonne of Xpofer Scinone Aprill 24 [1612] 60 

 

 

Record 19 Burial: Humfrey sonne to Christopher Zanchion & Joane buried July the 8th 1625. [61] 

X. THOMAS ST. JOHN, JLS0010: Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, John I, 

Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was born May 30, 

1613, St. Olave, Silver Street parish, London, England. “Thomas sonne of Christopher 

Sengenes May 30 [1613]” 62 He was named in his father’s will in June 1629. He immigrated 

to Essex County Virginia in 1661 where he died in 1698. 

 
57 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
58 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
59 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
60 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
61 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
62 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
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Record 20 Baptism: Thomas sonne of Christopher Sengenes May 30 [1613]63 

XI. ELIZABETH ST. JOHN, JLS0011: Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, 

John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was buried 

March 11, 1616/17, St. Olave, Silver Street parish, London, England. “Elizabeth daughter of 

Christofer St. John March 16 [1616]”64 

 

Record 21 Burial: Elizabeth daughter of Christofer St. John March 16 [1616] 

XII. NICHOLAS ST. JOHN, JLS0012: Christopher, Thomas, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, John 

I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was born January 

1, 1617/18, St. Olave, Silver Street parish, London, England. “Nicholas sonne of Xpofer St. 

John January 1 [1617].”65  

 

Record 22 Baptism: Nicholas sonne of Xpofer St. John January 1 [1617] 

Nicholas died September 18, 1689, Windsor, Connecticut66. On June 12, 1645, he married 

Isabel _______ 67 and by 1680 they had no children68. Isabel was born in 1618 and died in 1689. 

She was treated by John Winthrop, Jr. on May 16, 1664 at the age of 40 “Sension Nicolas his wife 

 
63 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
64 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
65 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1736, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1706, (Photographed with ultra-violet light) P69/OLA3/A/002/MS06534A. 
66 Connecticut Vital Records 57 
67 Ancestry.com. U.S., New England Marriages Prior to 1700 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 

Ancestry.com Operations Inc., 2012. Original data: Torry, Clarence A. New England Marriages Prior to 1700. 

Baltimore, MD, USA: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2004. 
68 Mathew Grant 66 
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of Winsor about 40 years” and again on December 21 December 1668, “Sention Isabelle 50 

years’ wife of Nicolas of Winsor”.69  

The Death and Burial of Christopher St. John 

Burial of Christopher St. John 

Christopher wrote out his will on June 17 and was buried June 19, 1629, St. Olave, Silver 

Street parish, London, England. “Christofer Senshion buried June the 19th 1629” 70 

 

Record 23 Burial: Line excerpt: Christofer Senshion buried June the 19th 162971 

 
69 Great migration page 236 
70 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
71 London Metropolitan Archives, St Olave Silver Street, Composite register of baptisms 1562-1770, marriages 

1562-1680, burials 1561-1770, P69/OLA3/A/001/MS06534. 
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Record 24 Burial: Full Record: Christofer Senshion buried June the 19th 1629  
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Will of Christopher St. John Transcription 

 

Zanshone :/                                                                                                                                                            195 

- 

29 

1. In the name of God amen, Memorandum 
2. that on or about the Seventeenth day of June   
3. anno dmi 1629, Christofer Zanshone of 
4. the parish of St. Olaves in Silver Street London 
5. Buttonmaker, being sicke in body but in perfect 
6. mind and memorie with an intent to make his 
7. Last will and testament by words of man  
8. nuncupative, uttered and spake theis words 
9. or the verie same in effect following viz I 
10. give to my four sonnes Mathias James, Thomas 
11. and Nicholas, tenne twenty shillings a peece.72 The rest 
12. of his goods he gave unto Jone his wife and 
13. made her his full Executor; These words or ye 
14. verie like in effect he uttered and spake beinge 
15. , in perfect mind and memorie in ye presence and 
16. hearing of Oliver Roberts pewter and Thomas 
17. Stark whitebaker and Divers other credible 
18. witnesses.// 
19.                                                                                                       Oliver Roberts 
20.                                                                                                       Thomas Stark 
21.     
22. Parish Sti Olave in Silverstreet 
23.   
24.   
25.   
26.  
27. Judge Andrew 

Outer Page: Sept[em]b[er] 1629 Christopher Zanshone [addressed to] Testum 

Zanshone 

 
72 This act of gavelkind (Welshry) rather than primogeniture (Englishry) supports this Christopher St. John was 

a descendant of the St. John family of Highlight. If Christopher was Dutch attempting to acclimate to English 

customs, as others have alleged, he would have practiced Englishry not Welshry. The practice of gavelkind can be 

seen in every generation of this St. John family dating back to the Conqueror and it continues with his descendants 

into the American colonies. 



46 Biography of Christopher St. John (1581-1629) 2021 

 

Citation: St. John, Suzanne. Biography of Christopher St. John (1581-1629), 2021, p. 46 

 

 

Record 25 Transcription of Will of Christopher St. John d. 1629 

 

Record 26 Will of Christopher St. John d. 1629 



47 Biography of Christopher St. John (1581-1629) 2021 

 

Citation: St. John, Suzanne. Biography of Christopher St. John (1581-1629), 2021, p. 47 

 

 

 

Record 27 Will of Christopher St. John d. 1629 address page 

 


